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Law is a Bottomleſs- Pit. 
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CHAS b 
The Occaſion of the Lam-Suit. 


Need not tell you of the great Quar- 

rels that have happen'd in our 
Neighbourhood, ſince the Death 
of the late Lord Stratt; how the 
Parſon and a cunning Attorney, got 
him to ſettle his Eſtate upon his 
Couſin Philip Babcon. to the great 
Dilappointment ot his Couſin E- 
ſquire South. Some (tick not to ſay, that che 
Parſon and the Attorney forg'd a Will, for 
which they were well paid by the Family of 
the Baboons: Let that be as it will, it is mate 
ter of Fact, that the Honour and Eſtate have 
continued ever ſince in the Perſon of Philip 
Baboon. 

You know that the Lord Stratts have for 
many Years been poſſeſsd of a very great 
Landed Eſtate, well concition'd, wooded, 
water'd, with Coal, Salt, Jin, Copper, Iron, 
A 2 Ce. 
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cc. all within themſelves; that it has been 
the Misfortune of that Family, to be the Pro- 
perty of their Stewards, Tradeſmen, and in- 
terior Servants, which has brought great In- 
cumbrances upon them; at the ſame time, 

noi abating of their expenſive way of Living, 
has forc'd them to mortgage their beſt Ma- 
nors : It is credibly reported, that the Butch» | 
ers and Bakers Bills of a Lord Stratt that lived 

T wo hundred Years apo, are not yet paid. 

When Philip Baboon came firſt to the Pol- 
ſeſſion of the Lord Stratt's Eſtate, his Tradeſ- 
men, as is uſual upon ſuch Occaſions, waited 
upon him to wiſh him Joy, and beſpeak his 
Cuſtom: The two chief were John Bull the 
TClochier, and Nic, Frog the Linnen-draper; 
they told him, that the Bulls and Frogs had 
let ved the Lord Srratrs with Drapery Ware 
tor many Years; that they were honeſt and 
- fair Dealers; that their Bills had never been 
queltion'd ; that the Lord Stratts lived gene · 
rouſly, and never uſed to dirty their Fingers 
with Pen, Ink and Counters; that his Lord 
ſhip might depend upon their Honelty, that 
hey would uſe him as kindly as they had done 
his Predeceffors The Young Lord ſeem d to 
take all ia good part, and dilmils'd chem with 
a deal of ſeeming Content, aſſuring them he 
ig nat iatead to change any of the honourable 


Myziins vt his Predecetfors. . | 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. 1. 


How Bull and Frog grew jealous that 
3 the Lord Strutt intended to give all by 
Cuſtom to bs Grandfather Lewis Ba 
boon. 


Ir happen'd unfortunately ſor the Peace ct 
our Neighbourhood, that this Young 
| Lord had an old cunning Rogue tor as the 
Scots call it) a falſe Loon, of a Grandfather, that 
one might juſtly call a Jack of al Trades; ſome. 
| times you would ſee him behind his Counter 
ſelling broad Cloath, ſometimes meaſurin 
Linnen, next Day he would be dealing 
in Mercery Ware; high Heads, Ribbons, 
Gloves, Fans and Lace, he. underſtead to a 
Nicety ; Charles Mather could not Bubble a 
young Beau better with a Toy; nay, he would 
deſcend even to the felling of Tape, Garters, 
and Shoe-Buckles : When Shop was ſhut up, 
he would go about the Neighbourhood and 
earn Halt a Crown by teaching the young Men 
and Maids to Dance. By theſe Methods he 
had acquit'd immenle Riches, which he uſed 
to {ſquander away at Back Sword, Quarter. 
Staff, and Cudpell-Phay, in which he took 
great Pleaſure, and challeug'd all the Coun- 


ty, 
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try. You will ſay it is no Wonder if Bull at 
Frog ſhould be zealous of this Fellow. It 

not impoſſible (ſays Frog to Bull, but this ol 
„ will take the Management of th 
young man s Buſineſs into his Hands; beſide 

the Raſcal has good Ware, and will ſery 
him as cheap as any Body in that Caſe : 
leave you to judge what muſt become of u 
and our Families, we mult ſtarve or tut 
Journey mea to old Lewis Baboon; theretai: 
Neighbour, I hold it adviſable, that v 
write to young Lord Stratt to know the Boi 
* tom of this Matter. 
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A Copy of Bull and Frog's Letter to Lord 
Strutt. 


My LoR p, 


I your Lordſhip knows that the Bulls and 
the Frogs have ſerved the Lord Sirutts with We 
all Sorts of Drapery Ware, T ime out of Mind; and 
whereas we are Jealous, not without Reaſon, tha n 

your Loraſhip intends henceforth to 5 of your © 

Grandſire old Lewis Baboon ; this is to inform WC 
jour Lordſhip, that this. Procceding does not ſuit I! 
with the Circamſiances of our Families, who have 

lied 
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ved and made a good Figure in the World by the 
eneroſity of the Lord Stiutts: Therefore ne think 
Ih to acquaint your Lordſhip, that you muſt find 
ficient Seturity to us, our Heirs and Aſſigns, 
Wit 10u will not employ Lewis Baboon, or elſe 
ell take our Remedy at Law, clap an Action 
on you of 20000 lib. for old Debts, ſeize and 
rain your Goods and Chattels, which, conſide- 
ng jour Lordſhips Circumſtances, will plunge you 
to Difficalties, from which it mill not be eaſy to 
tricate your ſelf ; therefore we hope, when your 
prd(bip has better conſidered on it, you will comply 
ith the Deſire of 
Your loving Friends, 


John Bull. 
Nic. Frog. 


Some of Ball's Friends adviſed him to take 
Jentler Methods with the young Lord; but 
ſohn naturally lov'd rough Play. It is im- 
oſſible the Surprize of the Lord Stratt upon 
ne Receipt of this Letter; he was not fluſh in 
eady, either to go to Law or clear old Debts, 
either could he find good Bail: He offer'd 
) bring Matters to a friendly Accomodation; 
od promis'd upon his Word of Honour, that 
e would not change his Drappers ; but all to 
0 Purpoſe, tor Ball and Frog ſaw clearly, that 
d Lewis would have the Cheating of him. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


How Bull and Frog went to Law with 
Lord Strutt about the Premiſ es, and 


' _ - were joined bythe reſt of the Tradeſmen, 


LL Endeavours of Accommodation be- 
| tween Lord Stratt and his Drappers 
prov'd vain, Jealouſies encreas'd, and indeed 
it was rumour'd abroad, that Lord Stratt had 
beſpoke his new Liveries of old Lewis Baboon. 
This coming to Mrs. Ba//'s Ears, when John 
Ball came Home he found alt his Family in an 
| Uproar. Mrs. Ball you muſt know was very 

apt to be Cholerick. Tos Sot, ſays ſhe, jou ley. 

ö ter aboat Alehouſes and Taverns, ſpend your Time 
at Billiards, Nine-pins or Puppet-ſhows, or flaunt 
about the Streets in your new built Chariot, never 
minding me nor your numerous Family ; don't you | 
hear how Lora Strutt has beſpoke bus Liveries at | 
Lewis Baboon's Shop? don t you ſee how that old 
Fax fteals away your Cuſtomers, and turns you out 
of your Buſineſs every Day, and you ſit like an iale 
Drone with your Hands in jour Pockets ? Fre u- 
pont. up Man, rouſe thy ſelf; TUſell to my Shift 
before I'll be jo aſed by that Kyave, You mult 
think Mrs. Bull had been pretty well tun'd up 
by Frog, w ho chim'd in with her learn'd Ha- 
tangue. 


Fi 
angue. Nv 8 Delay now, but to Coun- 
el learn'd in the Law they go, who uvani- 
ouſly aſſur d 'em both of the Juſtice and in- 
alible Succeſs of their Law- Suit. 

I told you before, that old Lewis Baboan was 
Sort of a Jack of all Trades, which made the 
eſt of the Tradeſmen jealous, as well as Bull 
ad Frag; they hearing of the Quarrel, were 
lad otan Opportunity of joining againſt old 

ewis  Raboon, provided that Bail and Frog 
ould bear the Charges of the Suit ;even lying 

Ved the Chimney-ſweeper and Jom the Duſt- 
nan put in theit Claims, and the Cauſe was 
hut into the Hands of Hamphrey. Hocus the At- 
orney. 

A Declaration was drawn up to ſhow,*That 

Bull and Frog had undoubted Right by Pre- 
ſcription to bn Drappers to the Lord Se 
that there were ſeveral old Contracts to that 

Purpoſe; that Lew Babhoon hed taken up the 

Trade of Clothier and Draper, without ſerz 

ving his Time, or purchaling his Freedom 
that he fold Goods that were not marketable, 
e wichout the Stamp, that he himſelf was 
„more fit for a Bully than a Tradeſman, and 
went about through all the Country Fairs 
ſt challenging People to fight Prizes, Wreſtling 
pad Cudgel-Play : And Abundance more 10 
- Wis Purpole, 


B r 
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The true Characters of John Bull, Nic. 
Frog, and Hocus. 


F OR the better underſtanding the follow 
ing Hiſtory, the Reader ought to know 
that Ball, in the main, was an honeſ 

plain dealing Fellow, cholerick, bold, and o 
a very uaconſtant Temper, he dreaded nc 
Old Lewis either at Back- Sword, ſingle Faul 
cion, or Cudgel play; but then he was ver 
apt to quarrel with his beſt Friends, eſpq; 
cially it iney pretended to govern him: It yol 
flatter?d him, you might lead him like a Child 
Johns Temper depended very much upo 
the Air ; his Spitits role and fell with the We! 
ther-Glais, John was quick, and under ſtoo 
his Buſineſs very well, but no Man alive w. 
more careleſs, ia looking into his Account 
or more cheated by Partners, Apprentice 
and Servants: This was occaſioned by his be 
ing a Boon Companion, loving his; Bottle an 
Diverſion; for to ſay Truth, no Man kept 
better Houle than John, nor ſpent his Mone 
more generoully. By plain and fair Dealin 
John had acquir'd tome Plumbs, and mig 
have kept them, had it not been for his uoh: 


W. Suit. 
Wn. Ni 
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Nic. Frog was a cunning ſlie W horeſon, quite 
he reverſe of John | in many Particulars ; Co. 
etous, Frugal; mind © domeltick affauts, 
ould pine his Bell fo lave his Pocket, ne. 
er loſt a Farthing oy careleſs Servants, or bad 
Jebrors : He did not care much tor any ſort 
ff Diverſions, except Tricks of High- Ger main 
Artiſts, and Leger de main; No man exceeded 
ic. in thele, yet it muſt be own'd, That Nec, 
vas a fair Dealer, and in that Way had ac- 
nuir'd immenſe Riches, 

Hocus was an old cunning Attorney, what 
Wc wanted of Skill in Law, was made up by 
Cleck which he kept, that was the prettieſt 
fellow in the World; he lov'd Money, was 
mooth tongu'd, gave good Words, and ſel- 
om loſt his Temper : He was not worſe than 
Wa infidel : for he provided plentifully for his 
. but he loved himſelt better than them 

: He had a tarmagant Wife, and as the 
4 laid. was plaguy Hen- peck d; he 
as ſeldom obſerved, as ſome Attor nies will 
Practice, rogive his own pet ſonal Evidence 

Caules ; he rather .noole to do it per zeſt. 
pnautt; in a Word, the Man was very well 

r an Attorney. 


13 — — 
- n 


92 the various © . of the Law-Su 
his Suit would not laſt abovea Year or two{ 
-molt ; that before that Time he would be | 
Me anders of the Law, and all the Courts; 1 


wanted not Tele Boys to fee Counſel, hire Wi 
neſſes, and bribe juries. Lord Stratt W. 


Points ſtill atole; new Doubts, new Matte! 


— 
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CHAP. VI. 
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AW i a « Bottomleſs. Pit, it n a — 
a Harpy, that bey: every Thing : 
Bull was flatter'd by his Lawyers th 


quiet Poſſeſſion of his Buſineſs ; yer ten lon 
Years did Hocus ſtcer his Cauſe through all thi 


—— 


Skill, no Addreſs, was waniing ; and to fa 
Truth, John did not ſtarve the Cauſe; the 


generally Caſt, never had one Verdict in hf 
Favour : and Joh was promis'd, That t 
next and the next would be the final Deteif 
mination; bur alas | that final Determinarid 
and happy Concluſion was like an inchante 
Ifland, the nearer John came to it, the furthe 
it went ſrom him, New Trials upon ne 


to be cleared; in ſhorr, Lawyers ſeldom pat 
wich ſo good a Cavle til they have got th 
Oylter. and their Clients the Shell. John 
ready Money, Book-Dehts, Bonds, Mortagi 
ges, all wet into the Lawyers- Pockets; thel 


770 hi 
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ohn began to borrow 1 Bank Stock 
India Bonds, now and then a Farm went 
o Fot: At leſt u was, thought expedient: to 
& urs E/quire Scath's Title to prove the Will 
212d, and diipolſels Philip Lord Stratt at 
once; here again was a new Field fot: the 
awyers, and the Cauſe grew more intricate 
Shan eve. John giew madder and madder, 
Wy hcrcver he met any of Srratt's Servants, he 
ore of iheirCloaths ; now and then you would 
Wee ihem come home naked, without Shoes, 
rrockings and linden. AS for Old Lens Ba. 
oon, he was reduced to his laſt Shiſt, tho? 
e had as many as any other ; His Children 
WW cre reduzed from rich Silks to Dozly Stuffs, 
Wis Servants in Rags and bare-tootred, inſtead 
f good Viauals, they now lived on Neck- 
Peel and Bullocks-Liver ; in ſhort, no Body 
or much by the Matter, but the Men of 
aW. — 
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CHAP. VII. 


„. John Bull was ſo migbtily pleas'd 
with his Succeſs, that he waz going to 
leave off his Trade, and turn Law yer. 


Tis wiſely obſerved by a great Philoſo- 
pher, That Habite is a Second Nature: 
| This 


. 
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This was veriſy'd in the Cafe of John Bull, wh 


to conjute up the Devil; theſe he uſed to bubbli 


crack d. Inſtead of the Affairs of Blackwell Hi 
and Price of Broad · cloath, Wool, and Bay ſes. hi 


from an honeſt and plain Tradefman, hat 
got ſuch a Haunt about the Courts of Juſt 
and ſuch aJargon of Law-words, That he co 
cluded bimfelt as able a Lawyer, as any the 
pleaded at the Bar, or fat on the Bench: H 
was overheard one Day, talking to himſe 
after this Manner, How capriciouſly doe 
Fate or Chance diſpoſe of Mankind? Ho 
* ſeldom is that Buſineſs alloted ro a Mat 
for which he is fitted by Nature ? It is plail 
* I was intended for a Man of Law: Hoy 
did my Guardians miſtake my Genius, | 
placing me, like a mean Slave, behind 
Counter? Bleſs me ! What Immenſe Estate 
* theſe Fellows raiſe by the Law ? Belidey 
it is the Profeſſion of a Gentleman: What 
* Pleaſure it is to be victorious in a Cauſe 
* To (wager at the Bar? What a Fool am 
to drudge any more in this Woolen- Trade 
For a Lawyer I was born, and a Lawyd 
* Twill be; one is never too Old to leatn 
All this while John had con'd over ſuch | 
Catalogue of hard Words, as were enough 


indifferently in all Companies, eſpecially atColf 
fee-houſes;ſo that his Neighbour Tradeſmen be 
ganto ſhun his Company asa Man that wa 


talk“ 
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„ wh$1k'd of nothing bur Aion upon the Caſe, Re- 
„ hans. Capias, Alias capias, Demurrers, Venire 
ati. Replevins, Super ſeda's, Certiorari's, Writs 
Error, Actions of Trover and Converſion, Treſ- 

aſſes, Precipes & Dedimus; This was Matter of 
eit io the learned in Law; however Hocus, and 
he reſt ol the Tribe, encourag'd John in his Fancy 
during him, that he had a great Genius for Law; 
hat they que ſtionꝰd not but in time, he might 
aiſe Money enough by it to reimburſe him at 
In his Charges; That if he ſtudy d, he would 
Madoubredly arrive to the Digaity of a Lord 
MLhief Juſtice; as for the Advice of honeſt 
riends and Neighbours, John de ſpis'd it; he 
ock d upon them as Fellows of a low Genius, 
door grovelling Mechanicks-; John reckon'd 
t more Honour to have got one favourable 
erdict, than to have ſold a Bale of Broad- 
loath. As for Mic. Frog, to ſay the Truth, he 
as more prudent, for tho' he ſollow'd his 
Law Suit cloſely, he negleQed not his ordina» 

y Buſineſs, but was both in Court and in his 
Phop at the proper Hours. 


CHAP. 


een 
Hum John diſcover'd that Hocus had 
i} Intriwue with bis Wife, and what fe 
«  low'd thereupon. min got 


*LOhn had not run on a madding fo long, ha 
itt not been for an extravagant Bitch of 
| "Wife, whom Hocus perceiving John to | 
find of, was reſolv'd to win over to his Sich 
| | It is a true Saying, That the laſt May of . 
| Pariſh that knows of his Cackoldom, ts himſel 
It was obſerved by all the Neighbourhood 
{ | that Hocws had Dealings with John's Wife, the 
Were got ſo much for his Honour ; but thi 
was perceived by Jobs a litile too late: 8 
| Was a luxurious Jade, lov'd ſplendid Equip! 
ges, Plays, Treats and Balls, differing ver] 
much from the ſober Manners of ler Anct 
ſtors, and by no means fit for a Tradeſman 
Wife. Mocws ied her Extravagarcy ( wha 
was (till more (hameful ) with John's ow! 
| Money. Every Body ſaid that Hocwus had 
Mioath's Mind to her Body; be that as it wil 
it is Matter of Fact, that upon all Occaſion 
ſhe run out extravagantly on the Praiſe of H. 


cus. When John us'd to be finding fault uy 
| 


| 
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is Bills, ſhe us:d to reproach him as ungrate- 
to his greateſt Beneſactor; One that bad 


ken ſo much Pains in his Law-Suit, and re- 


F 
jo 


jev'd his Family from the Oppreſſion af 
Md Lewis Baboon. A good ſwinging Sum of 
ohn readieſt, Caſh, went towards building 
Hocuss Country. Houſe; This Aﬀair be- 
een Hocus and Mrs. Ball was now ſo open, 


at all the World were ſcandaliz d at it; John 


Was not ſo Clod: pated, but at laſt he took the 


int, The Parſon of the Pariſh-preaching one 
ay a little ſharply againſt Adultery, Mrs. 


told her Husband, That he was a very | 


civil Fellow, to uſe ſuch courſe Language 
fore People of Condition, That Hocus was 
the ſame mind, and that they would join 
have him turn'd out of his Living ſot uſing 


&r ſonal Reflections. How do you mean, ſays 


bs, by perſonal Reflections? I hope in God, 
ike, he did not reflect upon you. No, 


hank God, my Reputation is too well eſta» 
Mbliſhed in the World to receive any Hurt 
rom fuch a foul Mouth'd Scoundrel as he; 


OW! 


W1ll 


ſion 
. H. 
W 1 

hi 


us Doctrine tends only to make Husbands 


Tyrants, and Wives Slaves; muſt we be 
ut up, and Husbands leſt to iheit Liberty? 
ery pretty indeed; a Wife muſt never go 
abroad with a Platonick to ſee a Play or Ball, 
s mult never ftic without her Husband, 
or walk in Spring · Garden with a Couſin, 
| C | 11 
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and Whore were the beſt Words that Jo 


— 
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| &...v | 
I do ſay, Husband, and I will ſtand by if 
That without the innocent Freedoms of Li 
Matrimony would be a moſt intolerableStat; 
and that a Wife's Virtue,ought to be the RA 
ſult of her own Reaſon, and not of her Hy 
* band's Government; for my Part, I wou| 
* {corn a Husband that would be Jealous, 
© he ſaw a Fellow a-bed with me”, All thi 
while John's Blood boil'd in his Veins, he w 
now confirm'd in all his Suſpicions, Jade, Bite 


gave her. Things went from better to worl 
Till Mrs, Bell aim'd a Knife at John, tho Jul 
threw a Bottle at her Head very brutally i 
deed : Alter this there was nothing but Co 
fuſion; Bottles, Glaſſes, Spoons, Plates, Knive 
Forks, and Diſhes flew about like Duſt, ii 
Reſult of which was, That Mes. Ball receiy' 
a Bruiſe in her Right-ſide, of which ſhe dy 
halt a Year after ; The Bruiſe impoſthumatef 
andaſterwards turn'd to a ſtinking Ulcer, whig 
made every Body ſhie tocome near her 
ſmelt ſo; yet ſhe wanted not the Help of mi 
ny able Phyſicians, who attended very dill 
gently, and did what Men of Skill could d 
but all to no purpoſe, for her Condition v 
now quitedeſperate, all regular Phy ſicians ad 
her neareſt Relations having giv'n her over. 


CHA) 
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C HAP. IX. 


ow Signior Cavallo, an Italian Quack, 
undertook to cure Mrs. Bull of her U- 


us, 

Ich cer. 

2 W | 

Bic Here is nothing fo impoſſible in Nature, 
Jo but Montebanks will uadertake; no- 
-orffling ſo incredible, but they will affirm : Mrs. 


Wu/!'s Condition was look'd upon as deſperate 
y all the Men of Art; then Signior Cavallo 
aged it was high Time for him to interpoſe, 
W* bragg'd that he had an infallible Oint ment 
nd Plaiſter, which being applied to the Sore 
ould cure it in a few Days , at the ſame 
W ime he would give her a Pill that would 
purge off all her bad Humours, ſweeten her 
Blood, and reftifie her diſturb'd Imagination: 
n Spite of all SigniorCava/lo's Applications the 
batient grew worſe, every Day ſhe ſtank ſono 
di ody durſt come within a Stone's Throw of her 
| dFxcept Signior Cavallo and his Wife, whom 
e ſent every Day to dreſs her, ſhe having a 
; 00 <ry gentle ſoft Hand. All this while Sigaior 
cr, pprehended no Danger. If one ask'd him how 
rs. Bull did? Better and better, ſays Signior 

Cavallo ; the Parts beal, and her Conſtituti- 
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20 
on mends ; if ſhe ſubmits to my Government 
ſhe will be abroad in a little Time. Nay it 
reported, that hewrote to her Friends in th 
Country, that ſhe would dance a Jig next 0! 
tober in Weſtminſter-Hall , that her Illneſs hat 
been chiefly owing to bad Phyſicians; At la 
Signior one Day was feat for in great Halt: 
his Patient growing worſe and worſe ; whe! 
he came he affirmed, that it was a grols M. 
ſtake, that ſhe was never ina fairer Way 
Bring hither the Salve, fays he, and give hi 
a plentiful Draught of my Cordial. As he wa 
apply ing his Oint ments, and adminiltring thi 
Cordial, the Patient gave up the Ghoſt, to thi 
great Confuſion of Signior Cavallo, and ih 
great Joy of Bu//and his Friends. Signior flun 
away out of the Houſe in great Diſorder, ani 
{wore there was foul Play, for he was ſure hi 
Medicines were infallible, Mrs. Ball havin 
dy*d without any Signs of Repentance or Dq 
votion, the Clergy would hardly allow he 
Chriſtian Burial. The Relations had once rel 
ſolved to ſue John for the Murder, but conſide 
ring better of it, and that ſuch a Trial woul 
rip up old Sores, and diſcover Things not 
much to the Reputation of the decealed, the 
drop'd their Deſignu. She left no Will, on 
there was found in her ſtrong Box the follow in 
Words wrote on a Script of Paper, My Car/e c 
John Bull ana a/ my Poſterity, if ever they con 

| | 10 


( aa } | 
any Compoſition with my Lord Strutt, There 
Were many Epitaphe writ upon her, one was as 


pllows. * To 8 
Here hes John'sWife, 4: . & 
Plague of his Life; 
She ſpent his Wealth, 
She wrong*d his Health, 
And left him Daughters three 
As bad a ſhe. 


he Daughters Names were Polemia, Diſcordia 
11 d Vjar 14. ; 


* 


CHAP. X. 


john Bull's ſecond Wife, and the good 
Advice that fhe pave him, 


70 H quickly got the better of his Grief, 
and being that neicher his Conſtitution, 
Nor the Affairs of his Family could permit him 
live in an unmarried State, he reſolved to 
Jet him another Wile; a Couſin of his laſt 
ile's was propos'd, but John would have 
o more of the Breed: In ſhort, he wedded 1? 
a lober Country Gentlewoman, of a good Fa- * 
wMily, and a plentiſul Fortune; the Reverſe 
| the other in her Temper, not but that ſhe 
"pv'd Mony, for ſhe was of a ſaving a 

# R and 
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.rous Debrs, that the unfrugal Methods of hi 
laſt Wife, and this ruinous Law Suit, ba 


© Maid is in a Combination with your Buff 
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« bapges whole Yards of Cloth; beſides lea vit 
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« yeners or Uſuters at heavy Intereſt; beſide 


( 22 ) | 
and apply'd her Fortune to pay John's cla me 


brought him into, One Day, as ſhe had gg 
her Husband in good Humour, ſhe talked i; 
him atter the following Manner. My Dear 
* fince I have been your Wite I have obſerve 
great Abules and Diſorders in your Family 

your Servants are mutinous and quartielſome 

and cheat you molt abominably;your Coolfi 


cher, Poulterer and Fiſhmonger ; your Bui 
ler purloins your Liquor, and your Brewt 
ſells your Hogwaſh; your Baker cheats bot 
in Weight and in Tale; even your Milkwd 
man and your Nurſery-Maid have a Fellow 
feeling ; your Taylor,inſtead of Shreds, c 


ſuch long Scores, and not going to Mark: 
with ready Money, forces us to take be 
Ware of the Tradeſmen, at theic own Prict 
You have not poſted your. Books theſe Te 
Tears; how is it poſſible for a Man of Bul 
neſs to keep his Affairs even in the World; 
this Rate ? Pray God this Hocus be honell 
would to God you would look over his Bil 
and ſee how Matters ſtand betwixt Frog a 

© you ; prodigious Sums are ſpent in this La 
Suit, and more muſt be borrow'd of Sci 


ms fu OY £m cm .. _ 


n 
my Dear, let me beg of you to lay aſide 
that wild Project of leaving your Boſineſs 
to turn Lawier, for which, let me tell you, 


20 Nature never deſigned you. Believe me, 
1 i theſe Rogues do but flatter, that they may 
ea pick your Pocket; John heard her all this 


hile with Patience, ll (he prick'd his Mag. 
got, and touch'd him in the tender Point; 
hen he broke out into a violent pa ſſion, What, 
I not fit for a Lawyer | let me tell you, my 
Bull Clodpated Relations ſpoil'd the greateſt Ge- 
Buß nius in World, when they bred me a Me- 
WY chanick. Lord Szrut: and his old Rogue 
Doll of a Grandſire have found to their Coſt, that 
WO 1 can manage a Law Suit as well as another, 
lo I do not deny what you fay, ſays Mrs, Bull, 
, CF nor do I call ia Queſtion your Pafts, but I 
vi ſay it does not ſuit with your Circumſtances; 
kl you and your Predeceſſors have-liv'd in good 
bal Reputation among your Neighbours by this 
"ric ſame Clothing Trade, and it were Madneſs 
Iq to leave it off, Beſides, there are few that 
BUY know all the Tricks and Cheats of theſe 
Id Lawyers; does not your own Experience 
nel teach you how they have drawn you on from 
Jone Term to another, and how you have 
danc'd the Round of all the Courts, ſtill lat. 
tering you with a final Iſſue, and for ought 
I can ſee your Cauſe is not a bit clearer than 
ic was ſeven Years ago. I will be — 
ays 


. 
ſays John, it J accept of any Compoſition 
« from. Strut or his Grandfather; T1! rather 
© wheel about theS treets an Engine to grind 
© Knives and Sciſſors; however Ell take your 
© Advice, and look over my Accounts. | 


| 


; CHAP. XI. 54 
How John look'd over bis Attorney's Bill 


WHEN John firſt brought out the Bills, | 
FF. the Surpcize of all the Family was un. 
_ expreffible, at che prodigious Dimenſions of 
them; in ſhort, they would have meaſur'd 
with the beſt Bale of Cloath in Johns Shop 
Fees to Judges, puny Judges, Clerks, Protho- 
notories, Philizecrs, Chirographers, Under: 
clerks, Proclamators, Counſel, Witneſles, 
Jury-meo, Marſhals, Tipſtaffs, Cryers, Por. 
ters; for Enrollings, Exemplifications, Bails, 
Vouchers, Returns, Caveats, Examinations 
Filings of Words, Entries, Declarations, Re- 
plications, Recordats, Volle Proſequi's, Certio. 
xari's, Mittimm, Demurrers, Special Verdias* 
Informations, Scire Facias, Saperſedeas, habeaf® 
Carpus, Coach- hire, Treating of Witneſſes, &. b 
Feily, ſays John, there are a prodig ius Namberſf* 
of learned Words in this Law, what a. pretty Sci , 
eace its Ay, but Hausband, you have paid fal 
oF 5} ever) 
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very Syllable aud 85 1 Auk fine Words ; bleſs 
doe, what immenſe Sams are at the Bottom of the 
het ſecompt ! John ſpent ſeveral Weeks in looking 
indpyer his Bills, and by comparing and ſtating 
dutſhis Accompts, he diſcovered that, beſides the 
Extravagance of every Article, he had been e- 
gregiouſly cheated; that he had paid for Coun- 
el that were never feed, for Writs that were 
ever drawn, ſor Dinners that were never 

Ireſs*d, and Journeys that were never made: 

Ja ſhore, that Hocus and Frog had agreed to 

11; brow the Burden of the Law-Suit upon his 
\ "Shoulders. 


CHAT. XIL 


a Compoſition ; and what Methods were 


65 ſpractis d by the Lawyers for keeping him 


or 

ls from it. 

* EL L might the learned Daniel Buryeſs 
10 lay, That a Lam -Suit is a Suit for Life, 


2s e that ſows his Grain upon Marble, will 
ve man, a huogry Belly before Harveſt, 
his John felt by woful Experience. John's 
auſe was a good milch Cow, and many a Man 
ibſiſted his Family out of it. However John 
egan to think it high time to look about him; 
r) : D he 


PF 


ow John grew Angr 'Y, reſolved to accept 
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he had a Couſin in the Country, one Sir R 
ger Bold, whoſe Predeceſſors had been bit 
up to the Law, and knew as much of it, 
any Body; but having left: off the Profeſſig 
for ſome time, they took great Pleaſure 
| Com pounding Law-Suits amongſt their Nejg! 
bours, for which they were the Averſion { 
the Gentlemen of the Long-Robe, and at pe 
petual War wich all the Country Attorney 
obs put his Cauſe in Sir Roger's Hands, del 
ring him to make the beſt of it; the News hy 
no {ooner reach'd the Ears of the Lawyers, b 
they were all in an Uproar : They broug 
all the reſt of the Tradeſmen upon Joh 
Squire South {wore he was D=tray'd, that 
would ſtarve betore he compounded ; Fri 
ſaid he was highly wroeg'd ; ev'n lying N 
the Chimney-ſweeper, and Tom the Duſt · m. 
complain'd, that their Intereſt was faerifie 
As for Hocuss Wie, ſhe took a Hacknef 
Chair and came to John's Houſe immediatel 
and fell a ſcolding at his Wife like the Mothe 
of Belzebab, Lou filly, aukward, ill-bret 
* Country Sow you,” have you no more Ma 
gers than to railat my Husband, that h. 
, * fav'd that Clod-pated, Num-skull'd Ninn 
© hammer of yours from Ruin, and all'h 
Family ? it is well known how he has'roff 
* early and ſat up late to make him ea ſy, hq. 
he Was Sotting at every Ale-houſe in Towl 


— — 


* 


i 


Fs. OA am an ow oO 
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Bs knew his laſt Witc. ſhe was a Woman of 
e Breeding, good Humour, and Complaiſance, 
50 kae w how to live in the World; as for you, 
u you look like a Puppet mov'd by Clock- Work; 
„your Cloaths hang upon yon, as they were 

F-upon Tenter-hooks, and you come into a 
Room as you were going to ſteal away a Piſs. 
pot ; get you-gone into the Country to look 
atter your Mother's Poultry, to milk the 
Cows, churn the Butter, and dreſs up Noſe- 
gays for a foly-day-; and meddle not with 
Matters that you know no more of than the 
"SN Sign-poſt before your Door:It is well known 

that my Husband has an eſtabliſh'd Repu- 
Jution, he never ſwore an Oath, nor told a 
Lie in all his Liſe: He is grateful co his Bene. 
aRors, faithful to his Friends, liberal to his 


he values not your Money more than the 
Duſt under his Feet, but he hates to be a- 
bus'd : Once for all, Mrs. Mynx, leave off 
talking of my Husband, or I will pull our 
IJiheſe Saucer-Eyes of yours, and make that 

b red- ſtteak Country-tace look as raw as anOxe 
* "FCheek upon aButchei's ftall;remember,I lay, 
that there are Pillories and Duckiog-ltools, 
F ith this away ſhe flung, leaving Mrs. Bull. 
Time toreply : No Stone was left untur— 

d ro IrightJohn from this Com poſition. Some. 
mes they ſpread Reports at Coffee-houſes, 
that 


Dependants, and dutiful to his Superiourrs; 


=” Dk 
that John and his Fit © mad ; that 
they intended to give up Houſe, and make 
over all their Eſtate to Old Lewis Baboon; that 
John had been often heard talking to himſel 
and ſeen in the Streets without Shoes or Stoc. 
kings; that he did nothing from Morning 
to Night but beat his Servants, after having 
been the belt Maſter alive: As for his Wike 
ſhe was a meer Natural. Sometimes Joh 
Houle was beſet with a whole Regiment o 
Attorneys Clerks, Bailiff and Bailifts- Follow 
ers, and other {mall Retainers of the Law, wh 
threw Stones at his Windows, and Dirt a 
_ himſelf, as he went along the Street. Wha 
John complain'd of Want of ready Money tf 
- carry on his Suit, they advisd him to paw 
his Plate and Jewels, and that Mrs. Bu! ſhoul 
fell her Linnen and wearing Cloaths. 
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15 ow the Lawyers agreed to ſend Don Di- 
„ego Diſmallo, the Conjurer, to John. 
o Bull, to diſwade bim from making an 
owl. End of his Lam- Suit, and what paſe d 


vu zetween them. 


t al 

het 

go ll O W does my good Friend Dos 
ul Diego. 


Don, Never worſe. Who can be eaſie when 
eit Friends are playing the Fool? 

Ball. But then you may be caly, for I am 
ſolved to play the Fool ao longer: I wiſh 
ad hearkned to your Advice, and com- 
dunded this Law-Suit ſooner. 

Don. It is true; I was then again the rui. 


us Ways of this Law-Suit, but looking o- 

Ale my Scheme ſince, I find there is an Er- 

rin my Calculation. So! and Jupiter were 

a wrong Houſe, but I have now diſcove- 

their true Places : Itell you I find that the 

ars are unanimouſly of Opinion, That you 
WI 


0 

will be ſucceſsful 0 ae Cloe That Ln 
will come to an untimely End, and Srrare wi 
be turned out of Doors by his Wife and Chi 
dren. Then he went on wich a Torrent 
of Eclypticks, Cycles, Epicycles, Aſcendant 
Trines, Quadrants, Conjunctions, Bulls, Bear 
Goats and Rams, and Abundance of ha 
Words, which being put together, ſignifie 
nothing, Job» all this while ftood gaping 'gn 
Raripg like a Man ina Trance. Ls 
DIST Ig <3 oe 63 WW. 


